
Notes on Buildings Survey recording

1) Current use: State how the building is currently used, i.e whether it is residential, a shop or 
commercial unit, mosque etc. State also whether it comprises a courtyard with multiple rooms, 
or a single discrete building.

2) Storeys: Indicate the number of storeys / floors.
3) Windows: Describe the shape & position of windows, e.g are they square or rectangular, 

positioned high or low.
4) Modifications: Indicate any obvious modifications, e.g holes for air-conditioning, electronics, 

extensions & rebuilds. See photo below.
5) Render/finish: Briefly describe the type of render visible (if at all), e.g mud, lime plaster, cement 

etc.
6) Arch features: Give a brief description of any notable architectural features, such as cornicing 

or moulded plaster.
7) Comments: Expand your description, and include comments as appropriate.

Building materials: Indicate by ticking the relevant boxes which building materials are visible. 
Note that this is not intended to be an exhaustive list, merely an indication of the broad material 
types.

Occupied: Indicate whether the building is occupied or not. If not clear, then N/A.

Conservation priority: Use 1,2 or 3.
1: No visible signs of deterioration. Low priority.
2: Building is visibly deteriorating, cracks are visible in walls etc. Some conservation work 
necessary.
3: Building is in an advanced state of decay, walls near collapse etc. High priority.

Photo numbers: Important, please ensure that records of digital photographs are kept for each 
building. When photographing building facades, try to make sure that the shots overlap, as this will 
enable them to be stitched into a panorama for the entire row or street. Detail shots should be 
taken of notable architectural features and unusual modifications.

Visible building fabric: Tick one or more boxes to indicate which types of building fabric are 
evident (see photos below):

Historic
Walls Historic materials are characterised by roughly hewn limestone or sandstone blocks, bonded 
in a friable lime mortar, typically rendered with mud or lime plaster.
Roofing Historic roofing is characterised by roughly cut timber beams, typiclly of mangrove, lashed 
with twine or cord, and set into the walls so as to protrude into streets, courtyards & open spaces.

Transitional
Walls Transitional materials are characterised by regular, rectangular cinder blocks composed of 
reconstituted gastropod shell & mortar, typically bonded in an irregular pattern.
Roofing Transitional roofing is characterised by rectangular cut timber beams set into walls.

Modern
Walls Modern materials are defined as the full range of modern construction materials, typically 
including concrete breeze block, poured concrete and cement, reinforcement steel bar etc.
Roofing Modern roofing materials are characterised by corrugated steel or aluminium, concrete, 
asbestos, plywood, glass etc.
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Wall elevation showing combination of Historic, Transitional and Modern elements

  

 Elevation showing modifications for insertion of air-conditioning & electrical unit
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